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TO HIS. 
GRACE the Duke 
of Newcaſtle, 


One of His MATE ST 'S 
Princtpal Secretaries of 
State. 


My LORD, 


HE subjects of the 
following Sheets 
being of the higheſt Im- 


portance to this Nation, 
I hope 


= DEDICATION. 
F I hope Your Grace will 
take them under Your 
Patronage: Herein Your 
candid and generous Spi- 
rit will have great Room 
to diſplay. itſelt. 


As there is not any Eng- 
liſb Nobleman, who has 
contributed more to the 
preſent Eſtabliſhment of 
the State, than Your 
Grace, I doubt not but 
the Landed Intereſt, 

(which we have treated 
of in the beſt Manner 
we could,) ſome of the 
chief Supports of it, will 
meet with Your Favour. 


flat 


DEDICATION 


I flatter myſelf that 
Your {known Influence and 
Abilities in the Britiſh 
Senate will be exerted 
in ſerving the Engliſh 
Landholders : Such an 
Exerciſe of Your Power 
will be an agreeable Con- 


tinuance of Your Kind- 
neſs to the Publick. 


From Fobſton, in 
Pembrokeſhire 7 . 


1735. 


Tour GRACE's moſt obedient, 


and moſt humble Servant, 


WILLIAM ALLEN. 
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THE 


PREFACE. 


HEN any Branch of Trade 
has been declining, ſome 


generous Spirited Man or other, 
or ſome Hireling Writer, has com- 
monly endeavoured to reſtore it 
to its former Proſperity. 


When the Intereſt of our Land- 
cd Men is under Diſtreſs, it ſel- 


dom meets with the fame good 


Fortune. What to impute it to 
may, perhaps, be too tender a 
Point for (a) ſome Sort of pru- 


(2) Thoſe who are afraid of menricaing a Publick - 


Fault, through a Fcar of offending the Publick. | 
dent 
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The PREFACE. 
dent Men to diſcover ; however, 
J will venture to ſay, (as Truth 
cannot give any juſt Offence,) it 
is to an Ignorance of our Con- 
ſtitutrion and Landed Intereſt, 
or to Gentlemen of judgment 


ſuffering Faction, or Abſtruſe and 


Curious, more than (a) Prac- 


tical Parts of Science to ingroſs 


their Time. The firſt Sort of 
Knowledge capacitates the Mind 
to judge of Things with more 
Depth and Accuracy, than it could 
otherwiſe. But what Seneca ſaid 
of the Syſtems in The Art of 

Reaſoning, That they ought to 
be looked into, but not conſtant- 
ly tollowed, is properly applica- 
ble to ſuch Purſuits. I wiſh that 
thoſe, who have a Capacity to 
ſerve their Country, may paſs 


(a) All the Hints and Diſcourſes I have ſeen con- 
ccrning the Landed Intereſt, are falſe Lights, 


[ juſt 


V, 


The PREFACE. 
uſt Reflections on ſuch Diffe- 


rences. Our young Gentlemen, 
who delight in Reading and 


Meditation, commonly employ 


themſelves in Mathematicks and 
Philoſophy ; when they arrive ar 


Manhood, the Pleaſure, which 


Cuſtom has cauſed, hood-winks 


them from obſerving thole Me- 


thods and Studies, which would 


enable them to do ſocial Acts of 


Kindneſs to their Countrymen. 
Searching after, and laying down 
Practical Plans for the Good of 
their Brethren, would be a happier 
Way of giving an Account of 
thoſe Talents and Leiſure Provi- 
dence bleſſes them with. It would 
rejoice me more to benefit the 
Community I am a Member of, 
than to know all the Propoſitions 


and Problems of Lock and News- 
ton. | 
In 
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= The PREFACE. 


| 
=; In this Book I have endeavour- 
= ed to advance the Intereſt of our 


Landholders, and have ſhewn 
the Neceſlity of adminiſtring Re- 
L lief to them. I have not avoid- 
3 ed Labour in weighing and re- 
volving the ſeveral Poſitions there- 
in; the Benefit of Converſation, 
| Obſervation and Reading, accor- 
| ding to m Capacity, has not 
| 


been want! g. It having been 


my Opinion, that a general Know- 
ledge of Trade is conducive to 


| O ; : 
| a right Underſtanding of their 


| | Intereſt, I have endeavoured to 

be tolerably well verſed in it, at 

leaſt ſo far as was proper for the 
preſent Occaſion. 


The Knowledge of National 
| Intereſts and Trade is not ac- 
quired eaſily, even by Men of 
good Judgments. It is not {ut- 


ficient 


The PREFACE. 


ficient to draw ſound Conſe- 


quences from a few Premiſſes, 
(WIND is only neceſſary in moſt 
peculative Things). There muſt 
be an extenſive Acquaintance Pro 


and Con. with a Multitude of 


Particulars, an accurate Inſpecti- 
on of Conyeniences and Incon- 
veniences ; otherwiſe imprudent 


Reſolutions will be often formed. 


An over great Regard for Men 


of Learning, and (if we believe 


ſome, ) a natural Precipitancy of 


Judgment, (which is owing to 
the ſame Sort of Spirits which 
give Engliſhmen the Advantage 
of uncommon Courage); I ſay 
theſe two Things make us think 
often too well of what ſome 


Men of Learning have wrote on 
Trade. 


4 4 Men 
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* The PREFACE. 


Men of this Complection do 
not often deceive us, for deceiy- 
ing fake, but becauſe they are 
deceived. A certain Prelate (aid, 
that ſome Men are thought to 
write well on any Subject they un- 
dertake, becauſe they are able to 
write well on ſome other Things, 
[ All Perſons write and talk beſt 


| | about thoſe Affairs they have the 


| greateſt Intimacy with: And, in 
| my Judgment, the compleat 


Knowledge of Trade, c. re- 
quires as much Labour and At- 
tention as an) of the Arts and 
Sciences. 


| The Profundity of Philoſophy 
1 may be bewildred in the Cun- 
| | ning and By-Paths of Buſineſs. 
As there is certainly ſo much 
Difficulty in Things of this Kind, 


pardon me, (my Reader) in fay- 


ing 


The PREFACE. 

ing, you quot to have ſome of 
the like Skill before you con- 
demn what 1s herein advanced ; 
if not, in ſome of your Cenſures, 
you will judge no better than a 
blind Man can of Colours. I 
frankly own ſeveral of my firſt 
and ſecond Thoughts have been 
wrongly grounded, till reite- 
rated Reflection has ſer. them 
right. 


It there are yet Errors in this 
Performance, I wiſh they may 
meet with the ſame happy Fate. 
Oh glorious Truth, thou oughtr'ſt 
always to prevail ! Bur here 1s the 
Mistortune ; a Philoſopher ſays 
Truth (eſpecially in Political and 
National Affairs,) lies in a deep 
Well, and is hard to be come at. 
The various Degrees of Plauſibi- 
lity, and Shews of Truth on 
both Sides, in Parliamentary At- 

tairs, 


The PREFACE. 


fairs, encourage a great Diffidence 
in judging of Things of a Na- 
tional Concern. Des Cartes in 
his Treatiſe De Methodo, (joined 
to his other Works,) is very Fond 
of Diſtruſt in Judgment, as an 
extraordinary Qualification to- 
wards true Reaſoning. I think it 
is an excellent Book for ſuch an 
Art; but I cannot ſay I approve 
of that Rule ſo eminentiy as he 


does. 


The Corn Affair being the Sub- 
ject of the moſt Importance to the 
Generality of Landlords and Te— 
nants, I have ſtudied it with 
the utmoſt Aſſiduity and Exact- 
neſs I could, and hope it will not 
be liable to many well grounded 
Objections: There being no Pro- 


Ws 81 
bability of advancing the Cattle 
Trade much, tor Reaſons here- 
atter aſligned. I have thrown to— 


4 gether 


4 
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gether only a few curſory Reflec- 
tions concerning it. 


The Reflections herein on War, 
Treaties, Money, Taxes, (5c. are, 
I hope, conſonant to Reaſon ; I 
truſt all impartial Men will think 
them ſo. | 


It is not poſſible but ſome of 
our Poſitions will give Offence to 
ſome, who ſeek their particular 
Intereſt, preferably to the gene- 
ral Good of the Nation. It (a) 
Objections are raiſed by ſuch, they 
vill have but little Weight with 
thoſe who examine Things with 
Penetration and Accuracy., 


All that I have to obſerve far- 
ther is, that if the Crecians did 


8 


(a) In all Political Debates, it is eaſy to talk much 
en any Side. 


not 
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The PREFACE. 
not act wrongly in favouring Au- 
thors, who (a) endeayoured to 
contribute to the Proſperity of 
their Country, I flatter mylelt, 
that theſe Sheets will meet with 


the Indulgence of my Country- 
men. 


_ 


— CE ——y 


(a) This was Candour and Greatneſs of Nature, 
worthy of the Imitation of all Nations, 


WAYS and MEANS 


To RAISE the 


Value of LAND, &c. 
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CHAP. I. 


Conſiderations on the Reaſonable- 
" neſs and Neceſſity of Adwvan- 
cing the Farming Intereſt ;. par- 
ticularly the Corn Trade. 


HE Intereſt of our Britiſh Land- 
holders has been declining ſeveral 


Years laſt paſt. It has been a ge- 

neral Obſervation, that Rents have 
been ſinking, and Tenants unable to make 
as good Payments as formerly, even in Coun- 
ties where there is the greateſt Circulation 
of Money, the Maritime ones, and thoſe 
near the capital Cities of the Kingdom, 
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As this is too well known to be their Caſe, 
they deſerve the Attention and Favour - of 
our Legiſlature: It is proper they ſhould 
make a tolerable Intereſt of their Money, as 
well as Adventurers in other Buſineſſes ; 
which few of them do, who have not en- 
joyed their Bargains (a) TOY Years, or 
a longer Time. 


Though Grain has born a good Price late- 
ly, it has nov been high' enough for fuch- Pur. 
poſes, nor for making them Satisfaction for 
their Loſs in the Years preceding this Year 
and the laſt. On the Suppoſition that Bar- 
ley, Peaſe and Oats had fold as dear as 
Wheat (I mean in Proportion) they would 
have been now in a tolerable Condition ; but 


the Caſe has been otherwiſe ; the Price of 


thofe Grains this Year and laſt has been too 

Jow : Before they can pay their Rents, &c. 
(which are 'generally high) Wheat of mid- 
ling Goodnefs onght, I think, to ſell for 
about Four Shillings and Three-pence per 
Wincheſter, not in a few Places, but through- 
out the Kingdom. Barley for Half a Crown, 
Peaſe Two Shillings and Three-pence, and 
Oats Eighteen-pence per Wincheſter. I know 
in former Times leis Prices were ſufficient ; 
but as Circumſtances alter, the ſame Thing 
is altered. - Let it not be thought there is no 
NEE to — and add to the preſent 


(a) Lands dre much dearer now. 
E Prices 


134 

Prices of Grain, becauſe Wheat has been fo 
high, and higher in ſome of the principal 
Cities of the Kingdom ; for the other Grains 
have generally been ſold for much lower 
Prices than the above, (for much of them 
has not been exported). And Wheat this 
Year and laſt never mounted (a) yet, in 
ſome of the (/) extreme Parts of the King- 
dom, to above Three Shillings and Eight- 
pence per Wincheſter ; Barley is now ſold in 
the Weſt of England for Two Shillings per 
Wincheſter [ Buſhel ]. It has been Jeſs there 
this Year, and very low in other Places. 
Prices are often much higher fifty Miles 
round London than elſewhere ; which in- 
duces ſeveral great Men to think the Coun- 
trymen five better than they really do. 
Country Meaſures (which are frequently 
larger than the Viucheſter, or legal Buſhels) 
contribute farther to ſuch Miſtakes. Corn 
Farms (Timber, Iron, Harveſt People, and 
Servants [ weighty Articles of Expence] be- 
ing much dearer than in former Times) will 
not yield ſufficient Profit to the Occupiers of 
them, unleſs they can have ſuch Prices ; 
particularly as Cattle, Pigs, Sheep, Butter 
and Cheeſe, are now near one Third Part 
cheaper than formerly, and what is called a 
Living Price. If what is ſaid about the Ex- 


(a) January 1. 1734-5. ; 

(b) In Pembrokeſhire, a County which produces vaſt 
Quantities of Wheat, (and other Grain) which is 
very good; for the Farmers commonly fow Exgliſp 
Seed yearly, 


B 2 pence 


[4] 
» , » pence of Farming, being greater then for. 
merly, is conſidered, it muſt be allowed (by 
thoſe who underſtand Country Affairs) that 
a Tenant in a Corn Farm muſt make near 
three Rents and an Half of his Tenement 
(beſides a Reſervation of Seed-Corn for the 
| following Year, to enable him % live as be 
| (a) ought, and that one of thoſe Rents ſhould 
I ariſe from the Stock and Dairy Profit [ there 
$ are ſome ſmall Variations in England, Wales 

and Sotland; but my Calculation is in the 

| general]; a due Weighing of the Additional 
lo Expences, with the Abatement in Profits, will 
prevent the Prices, I mentioned, being 

thought very unreaſonable. It may not be 

much amiſs to obſerve here, (becauſe ſeve- 

ral eminent Perſons have another Way of 

Thinking) that Counties remote from Lon 

don, and other great Cities, ſhould not at 

any Time be ſubject to a new Valuation of 

| | their Lands, to make them bear more Taxes; 
q for they cannot have the advanced Prices 
| always for their Goods (reconfider the In- 
| ſtances already quoted) as the other Coun- 
ties have; the Price of Carriage and dri- 
ving muſt be deducted. High Prices are not 
as ſoon known in remote Places; Merchants 
and Drovers buy commonly near thoſe Ci- 
ties, if there is a ſufficient Plenty. There 
are ſeveral Exportations of great Value often 
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(a) To pay his Landlord's Rent, Tithe, Manure- 
ment, neceſſary out-going Expences of various Kinds, 
and a reaſonable Proviſion for his Family. 


for 
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for two or three Months, or leſs, on Wars, 


and Alarms of War only, at other Times; 
alſo much Buying of Meat, &c. to Victual 


our own Men of War on the like Alarms; 
and in a War, Counties near London fell 
more by ſelling firſt; and afterwards with 


the reſt; and if they do not go on, have 


in a Manner -the whole Advantage thereof. 
If Things are very plentiful and cheap near 
thoſe Cities, Merchants will not deal far 


abroad, without” much Abatement on the 
Fart of the Sellers. As the above caſual 


Advantages happen often, it is eaſy to fee 
it is more Profitable to have Lands near thoſe 
Cities, than elſewhere. As the remote Parts, 
except a few Towns, have very little Trade 
or Money ; and as there is annually a great 
Deal of Money brought up to London, by 


Reaſon that their chief Gentry reſide moſt- 5 


ly there, by the Return of the Exciſe- Money 
and Land-Tax, (vaſt Sums, conſidering their 
Poverty,) it would be a ready Way in a ſhort 
Courſe of Time to bring thoſe Countries to a 
Paper-Coin only; which would End in their 
Ruin, and the Aboliſhing of all Commerce 
among them. Do thoſe Perſons argue res 
ſonably, who ſay they ought to Pay ip Pro- 
portion, as well as the other Counties, for 
their Protection? No, all Perſons and 
Counties ought only to pay in Proportion to 
their Advantages, and all other Circumſtan- 
ces, according to (a) Geometrical, not A- 


A DitinQion of Moraliſts, 


ri the 
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xithmetical Proportions. Beſides, - we may i 


ſuppoſe the Commiſſioners in the poor ones 


were as Virtuous, conſequently as Juſt and 
Honourable on their Oaths, as the reit, when 


the Valuations were made: And if ſo, the 


preſent Favour, the poor Counties enjoy in 
their Taxes, may be owing to Improvements 
of their Rentals, rather than to Indulgence 
ſhewyn them. In poor Counties at a Diſtance 
from ſuch Cities, there are few Methods of 


laying out their ſmall Stocks of Money, but in 


Land Improvements ; particularly that great 
one Hedging. What may be ſeen in Sonthe 
Males is ſome Confirmation of this Argu- 
ment. From Milford to Briſtol, there are 
more Incloſures than from Bath to Litch- 
Field, or from Bath or Glouceſter to London. 
It would therefore be very unreaſonable (as 
Land is the chief Support of the Engliſh 
Crown) to puniſh Improvers of Land by 
impoſing additional Taxes, to relieve them 
ah neglefted the Melioration of their Lands. 


. Perſons near ſuch Cities have likewiſe 
more Opportunities, and a greater Variety 
of Methods to employ their Money to the 
Advantage of themſelves and Families, than 
the others have. Among them many are 
the Inſtances of ſmall Stocks of Money be- 
ing increaſed into large ones; but few among 
the ethers. As it is generally thought a 
Duty or Tax on our Funds would be un- 
juſt, becauſe they are otherwiſe ſettled by 
Parliamentary Authority, and the Proprie- 
tors of them purchaſed their Shares n 

with- 


| [7] 


without any Apprebenſion of ſuch 'Taxes ever: 
being laid on them; ſo it would in like Man- 
ner be unjuſt to add to our Land-'Tax in ſuch 
_ diſtant Counties; for the Purchafers of E- 
ſtates in ſuch Counties, ſince the Land- Tax 
Act of Settlement, (which when made was 
thought to be as immutable as the Laws: of 
the Medes and Perſiaus,) gave the full Value 
for their Purchafes,; Rates, Sc. being con- 
fidered as they then were, without expetting 
new Valuations. Can any one think that a 
Purchaſer would give the ſame Sum for 
Lands which are to be higher valued (per- 
haps two Thirds more) than when he bought 
them, as he would in Caſe they were al- 
ways to remain the ſame, and the Sanction 
of Parliament inviolable 2 The Neceſſity; 
which the Government is often under of 
raiſing and falling Taxes, is ſo manifeſtly 
different from altering the Valuation (men- 
tioned) of Lands, that it would be miſpent 
Time to explain ir. 


To reſume the Corn Affair; if any would 
ſuggeſt, that the late low Prices were owing 


to Plenty, he would miftake ; for, excepting. --.. 


the two Tears laſt paſt, there have been no 
general good Crops : I do not deny but one 
where or other, Grain is plentiful every 
Year. 


The flouriſhing Condition of the landed 
Intereſt ſupports all Trades : Moſt Trades now, 
except thoſe which ſupply Luxury ; thoſe 
of Gold and Silver Smiths, Lacemen, Vint- 

ners, 
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ners, Painters, Dealers in Silks, Velversy 


and high-priced Cloths (which the unacconnts. 


able Luxury and Emulation among our Peo- 
ple encourage and ſupport, ) are under an 
apparent Decay; which is not only proved 
by the general Declarations of Tradeſmen, 
but by too many Inſtances of Bankruptcy 
among them. I wiſh I could cy wp preſent 
Times were not the worſt. Our Exports 
are. perhaps as great as formerly ; whence 
then all this Complaint ?- Our Farmers are 
worſe Cuſtomers than formerly; Neceſſity has 
obliged them to more Carefulneſs and Na- 
gality in laying out their Money, than they 
were accuſtomed to in better Times. 'The 
Home Conſumption of our Manufactures-is 
much greater than our Exportation ; judge 
then- how largely the landed Man deals in 
them. Now, IF his Income leſſens, he becomes 


a worſe Cuſtomer to Tradeſmen than he would 


otherwiſe be. I have known Tradeſmen of 
a middling Claſs ob/erve that their Sale Ac- 
counts were too well acquainted with thoſe Sorts 
of Truths; nay, in the cheap Years, I have 
heard them ſay, they wiſhed the Price of Grain 
Bigb. 1 


Thoſe who infer that our Trade in gene- 


ral flouriſnes, becauſe they ſee ſeveral Bran- 
ches of it in ſuch a Condition, have been too 
inadvertent in their Inquiries, to ſay, as ſome 
of them do, that the preſent Lowneſs of In- 
tereſt Money does abſolutely prove ſo much, 


may be wrong: Now Money, except in thoſe 


Counties that are within Sixty or Seventy 
2 Miles 
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[9] 
Miles of London, is not in general to be ob- 
tained at low Intereſt, not under four per 
Cent. and a Mortgage for it; and then it 
muſt be in a Maritime County, or near a great 
Trading Town. Vaſt Sums of Money at Lon- 
don, got by South-Sea, Stock-Jobbing, &9c. 
being in few Hands, lower the Intereſt of 
Money there ; perhaps above two Thirds of 
the Nation's Caſh are the Property of thoſe 
who reſide in and about that City. Low 
Intereſt may be owing ſometimes to great 
Stocks of Money drawn out of 'Trade, which 
would no longer encourage adventuring far- 
ther in it. If any Branches of our Trade, 
or Merchandiſe ſhould continue making im- 


proper Intereſts for Money laid out, (and 


thereby Money comes into Hand) that Mo- 
ney would, when it ſought a Market, (by 
a farther Plenty of Coin for ſuch an Uſe) 
lower, as all Plenties commonly do, the In- 
tereſt of Money on Land. If a Million or 
two of Money, which uſed to be employed 
in Trade, could now no longer be uſed that 
Way, it would be offer'd landed Men at 
a lower Rate, than what thoſe of them, who 
borrow Money now, pay for Intereſt. What 
otherwiſe could be done with the greateſt Part 
of it? If larger Sums came in Ike Manner 
into Hand, it would ſtill lower Intereſt Mo- 
ney further. Theſe Conſiderations prove 
that an Abatement, (a great one) as well as 


an Advancement in Trade, will leſſen In- 
tereſt, 


C I know 
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I know the Commotions and Ravages of 
contending Armies in Poland will be offer'd 
as Arguments to prove, that Farmers will of 
Courſe have better Times, without Relief 
of Parliament. Now I allow there is ſome, 
but at this Juncture 20 great Height in ſuch 
Cbſervations, To ſay the Dutch uſed to 
ſend about 600 Ships, according to (a) 
Het, every Year to the Baltick for Corn; 
and that they were ſupplied out of Poland, 
becauſe a great many of them loaded at 
Dantzick, is falſe as to the latter Part of the 
Aſſertion; for a great Deal of Corn comes 
to Dantzick, beſides Poliſh Corn. 


The late Accounts of Shipping Corn from 
that City are too great now, whatſoever 
they might have been in former Ages. Thoſe 
two laſt great Wars may have alter'd the 

uantities conſiderably. A Merchant who 

reſided ſeveral Years in that City, has (6) 
given us lately an Account of the Corn (all 
Grains) commonly exported from thence ; 
which he ſays is at a Medium, one Year with 
another, about 40,000 Laſts, every Laſt 
containing 60 Bnſhels, which make only 
3&0,000 Quarters; and this he makes rather 
under, than over the real Quantity, He finds 


— 


— — 


——̃Z— — 


(a) In his Account of the Dutch Trade. 
(2) In an Account of Dantzick, lately publiſhed. 


* 


Fault 
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Fault with the (a) Engliſh Atlas, for gi 
ving the other Accounts. Authors of fe 
general Books cannot always have good Aiutho- 
rity for what they write. The Merchant's 
Account ſeems to be juſtified by the deplora- 
ble State of that Nation, owing to the laſt 
War. It has been obſerved by good Autho— 
rity, that before the preſent War Half their 
Farms were untilled and unhusbanded. What 
but ſuch a Condition could be the Conſe— 
quence of the laſt long War in that King- 
dom? If a Pariſh, County or Nation has 
the Misfortune of having their Houſes, 
Goods, Granaries and Corn Fields deſtroy- 
ed, the Generality of the Inhabitants will 
be incapacitated to renew their Tillage ; 
eſpecially when ſuch Kind of Miſeries fre- 
quently happen, which muſt have been the 
Caſe in ſo long a War as that was. The 
Intereſt of Money in that Kingdom 7s Forr- 
teen per Cent. which muſt be another Reaſon 
of the unreſftored State of their Husbandty. 


Denmark and Ruſſia, being now in Pro— 
ſperity, raiſe large Quantities of Grain for 
Exportation, to our Detriment. Pomerania, 
which is a very fruitful Country, and uninjur'd 
by the Swediſh Wars, will have its Share in 
our Corn-Markets abroad. This Country 
is large, as well as fruitful: It is waſhed by 
the Baltick Sea, 200 Miles in length. 


— — 


(4) From whence our News Writers ſeemed to bo 
furniſned with their extraordinary Computations of 
Corn ſhipped from thence. 


C 2 Flauders 
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Flanders being now in (a) Peace, and a 
Country where a great Deal of Money and 
good Management abounds, eſpecially as 
the Inhabitants are accounted the beſt Farm- 
ers in the World, muſt rob us of a great many 
of our Markets, I have ſeen it noted in ſome 
Accounts of this Country, that the Farm- 
ing, the Meaſuring of Corn, in the City of 
Antwerp, formerly was ſes for 100,000 
Crowns yearly. As we may well allow vaſt 
Quantities of Corn to be ſent to foreign 
Markets, as well as what we have for that 
Purpoſe, I think it appears by what has been 
ſaid, that we ſhould give all proper Encou- 
ragement to our exporting Grain; and be 
always Jealous of others getting foreign 
Markets from us. 


The chief Policy of a Government in its 
Commerce is, to ſupport that Buſineſs which 
is not only Beneficial in itſelf, but Conſe- 
quences. The Corn-Trade being a bulky 
Commodity profits our Navigation, as well 
as orr Manufaditres, as ſignified before; and 
Foreigners in tne Prices they give for our 
Corn do, in Effect, pay our Freights. Ve- 
land is now, by Af of Parliament, enlarging 
its Tillage ; the Landholders here are com- 
pelled to plough certain Quantities of Ground; 
and if the Succeſs is as great as may be 
reaſouably expected, it will be our Corn-Trade's 

| ? | 


— 


(6) In the laſt War this Country was free from Ra- 
pages and Butuings, the Fate of Poland. 
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Funeral ; for the Plantations have already 
given it a deadly Stab, by ſending wonderful 
Quantities up the Streights, and to Lisbon, 
formerly Benefit Places to us. How few then 
muſt our Markets be; and how low our 
Prices ? Conſequences muſt enſue, which 
will demand the Attention of every Land- 
holder of Britain. As Salt is very cheap in 
Ireland, there is no great Expectation of the 
Farmers getting much by Cattle, Sc. there- 
fore the Legiſlature, with Submiſſion, would 
do well to think of proper Means to raiſe 
and preſerve the Price of Corn, as before 
hinted ; particularly as there have been ſe- 
deral thouſand Acres of Wood-land and Sheep- 
Halks plowed up very lately: To turn ſuch 
Land to Sheep-Walks again would be avoid- 
ing Scylla, to go to Charybdis. I have ſeen a 
great Part of our Kingdom, and have made 
many Obſervations (according to the beſt of 
my Capacity) on the (a) Trade and Huſ- 
bandry of it; I do therefore know there is 
more than double the Land under Corn now, 
than formerly, which ought to increaſe our 


Concern for it, as the Primum mobile of all 
our Buſineſſes. 


I have ſeen the late Accounts of Bount 
Money; and have ſome Reaſon to believe 
they are not greater than the Bounties for 
Corn were, when England had ſeveral Milli- 


. 


(a) If I had any Share in the Education of Gentle- 
men of Figure, I ſhould try to make them familiar 
with ſuch Sort of Obſeryations. 


Ons 


7 
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ons of Acres leſs under Corn than at pre- 
ſent. The Inſpector's general Accounts ſince 
1688. will, I think, warrant what I ſay. 
If it be asked then, how the increaſed 
Quantities are conſumed, it may be ſaid ſe- 
veral Years preceding 1733. produced ſmall 
Crops, through unſeaſonable Sowing-Times, 
and Summers; and that the Product of the 
Year 1733. was, with ſome large uncom- 
mon Exportations, uſed on Account of our 
Elections. In ſome Places there were, be- 
tween all Parties, Six or Seven thouſand 
Pounds ſpent; in ſome twenty thouſand. 
Now conſidering there are above 500/ Mem- 
bers of Parliament, perhaps it would be a 
low Calculation to ſay the Malt, Wheat, 
Sc. uſed then, amounted to 800,000 Pounds 
Sterling. There cannot be any Certainty 
in ſuch Things; however, the Sum muſt 
have been very great. So much of our old 
Stock being uſed, the Corn this Year muſt 
ſell better than it would, if the (a) Electi- 
ons had not happen'd. The Prohibitions of 
Corn in Naples and Sicily, and. bad Crops 
in Italy, laſt Year benefited our Corn-Trade. 
Then Pomerania and (b) Ireland, having 


—_— 


— — 


(a) Here it may be proper, once for all, to adver- 
tiſe the Reader, that this Piece was finiſhed A. D. 
1734 bur has been out of the Author's Hands ever 
ince, 

(hb) Threeſcore Ships brought Corn into Dablin Har- 
bour, in one Week's Time, this Year. How great 
then mult this caſual Advantage have been to us! The 
Harveſt was very bad. 


had 
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had bad Crops laſt Haveſt, contribute very 
much to the Price we now have. We might 


add that the Grand Seignior's Prohibiting 


Corn to be exported at preſent to any Parts of 
Europe, out of any of his (a) Dominions, muſt 
have been a great Piece of Service to us. 
This Prohibition is not, probably, owing to 
any Enmity towards any European Power, 
becauſe it is general; and the Turks common- 
ly export their Goods to Enemies as well as 
Friends. - When the Turks and Perſians. are 
at War with one another, they do (b) diſ- 


continue their Trade in and to one another's 


Dominions. Such a Conjunction of good 
Props to a ſinking Trade will not probably 
happen ſoon again; and therefore let us ſub- 
ſtitute others in their room; and gt depend 
on Caſualties. Now is the Time to relieve 
the poor Farmers, that they may recover 
their paſt Loſſes, and be free from the like 
Preſſures for the future. If Care is not ta- 
ken now, do not Jet us wonder hereafter at 
the Fall of our Rents : Certain Cauſes will be 
attended with certain Events now, as here- 
tofore. The Heedleſneſs of the Engliſh Le- 
giſlators before the Year 1664. was ſaid to 
be the Cauſe that Rents fell then 1,600,000 
Pounds per Ann. in the Kingdom's Rental. 
If our Fathers ſuffered Ship-wreck by Care- 
leſneſs, let us not commit the like Error. It 


(a) Feypt uſed to export yearly 7,140,000 of our 
Engl ſh Buſhels of Wheat only. 


(a) Doctor Barclay gives us this Account in his Uni- 
verſal Traveller. 


15 
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is perhaps too much a National Error among 
| us not to guard againſt Contingencies. Eng- 
liſhmen are commonly poſſeſſed of Intrepi- 
dity (which is a Quality happy enough for 
the Bulk of the People in War, whatever it 
is in Schemes of Civil Life); which ſubjects 
them, ſometimes, to unexpected Damages. 
It has been faid of them, that they ſeldom 
Make any good Laws, till ſome common Ca- 
Tamity cauſes them: That /ach Laws are the 
"Off-ſpring of Danger; and that is the Rea- 
Ton Dr. Swift ſays E ngliſhmen can feel but 


Tot fee. ® 
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Tf we ſupport our Corn-Trade, Money 
will be plentiful among all Ranks of Men ; 
and perhaps it is better to cheriſh effectually a 
few of our greateſt Trades, (whereby we may 
get the better of other Nations) than to ſtarve 
all by ſmall ineffectual Helps to All. If we 
act in this Manner, there will not only be a 
new Acceſs of Money, but Foreigners will 
leave their Money in our Funds, with Con- 
rentment to them and us; and the general 
Rental and Strength of the Kingdom wyll 
be enlarged, then we ſhall continue raiſing 
large Quantities of Grain, without any Fluc- 
tuation of Buſineſſes; which People in Di- 
ſtreſs are apt to ſubmit to, and very often 
for the worſt; and then if our neighbour- 
ing Nations happen at any Time to have 
great Wants of Corn, it may be ſaid of us, as 
Sir Walter Raleigh /aid of the Dutch and 
ſome of the Hans-Towns, That by the Sale of 
Corn in ſuch Years, they ned to be x 

4. or 


as » * = 
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for Seven afterwards. If we extend what 
the Knight ſays elſewhere, according to Pro- 
portion, we ſhall think he was right in what 
he ſaid ; for he has obſerved that they drew 
for Corn out of England, in one Year, about 
2,000,000 Pounds Sterling. At that Time 
our Nation was little more than above one 
Half as Populous as it is now. Now there 
cannot be any Thing more Beneficial than 
the Proſperity of this Trade, nor more 
Dangerous than the Nori-encoutagement of 
It. 


Innumerable are the Diſtreſſes of out 
Farmers, even among thoſe who may be 
preſumed to have good Bargains. The In- 
advertency of great Men, and the Arts of 
Stewards, in granting Bargains, prove that 
ſuch great Mens Eſtates are commonly cheap- 
ly rented ; and yet many calamitous Com- 
laints are amongſt them, as well as others. 
t would be endleſs, and impoſſible to enu- 
merate the Tenth Part of them: All I ſhall 
now obſerve is, a certain Duke would have 
had a great Deal of his Eſtate given up to 
him, if he had inſiſted on having his Rents. 
Another Noble Duke (according to my In- 
formation) has vaſt Numbers of his Tenants 
who owe him Three Years Rent. 
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CHAP. II. 


Conſiderations on the Cattle Trade, 
and on the Methods of Raifing | 
the Britiſh Rents. 


INCE the Union, ſuch vaſt Numbers of 

Cattle and Sheep come into England, 
that the Profits of Paſturage have been much 
diminiſhed. This, among others, 7s à con- 
fiderable Reaſon, why this Kingdom has 
gone, ſo much as we find it is, into Tillage, 
as the Dernier Reſort of our Farmers, oe 
Profit. I think there are not more than 
Thirteen Counties at preſent, where Feed- 
ing and Breeding Cattle is as much encou- 


raged as formerly. In Corn Counties, when 


Lands reſt to recover new Strength and 
Nouriſhment for Tillage again, great Stocks 
of Cattle are undoubtedly bred ; ſo that 
even in the preſent Condition of our Farm- 
ers Employment, they want, and deſerve 
what Relief the Legiſlature can grant them. 

Before I point out Ways and Means of 
Relief, I ſhall, for the Satisfaction of my 
Readers who delight in Political Arithme- 
tick, ſhew them, in Part, the State of our 
Land Production formerly, which is given 
us by very eminent Authors, (I wiſh I con 
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ſay in other Particulars (a) Faultleſs,) and 
which I, according to my Skill in ſuch 
Things, think Right. 


J. 
The Produce by Cattle, in But- 
ter, Cheeſe and Milk, may be 2,500,000 
about 
whe = of Wool, yearly 1 e oe 
he Fleſh ] 
ans of the Fleſh year 7. 3,350,000 


The Value of the Tallow, and 
Hides of the Cattle ; 5 600,000 


The Hay eaten by the Cattle, — 1,000,000 


Total 9,450,000 


— 


(a) The Calculations of Dr. Davenant, and Mr, 
Gregory King in the Eſſay on the probable Methods 
of making People Gainers in the Ballance of Trade, 
as they are in the Hands of many Political Readers, 
1 cannot paſs them by without ſaying, that I have 
endeavoured to ſce whether they are Right, or not; 
and do, with all Sincerity and Candour, ſay I have 
great Reaſon to declare ſeveral of them to be Errone- 
ous. Thoſe Gentlemen were Men of great Ingenui- 
ty. Political Arithmetick being then in its Infancy, 
do not wonder at their Faults, but am Grateful 
towards their Memories, for their Endeavours. 
The good Parts of Authors tempr me more to 
ſound their Praiſe, than the bad their Diſgrace. Ef 
eliquid prodire tenus, # non datur ultra. If they had tra- 
velled through moſt of the conſiderable Parts of the 


Kingdom, they might have been free from ſeyeral 
Miſtakes, 
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Whatever Alterations have happened in 
thoſe Things, by gew Courſes of Husbandry, 
the Conſideration of them are yet of high 
Importance to us. 


It would be well to advance the Sale of 
gur Beef, Butter and Cheeſe, by encouraging 
Foreigners to take them from us, inſtead of the 
Iriſh, by giving proper Bonnties. There is a 
Neceſſity for their being larger; for the 
Iriſh Meat is Salted much cheaper than ours: 
Two Third Parts of the Salt they uſe for Fo- 
reign Conſumption, is ſold after the Rate of 
Four Shillings per Hundred, If ſome Addi- 
tional Duty was put on Tea, and Ale fold 
in Publick Houſes, Ec. as a Fund for ſuch 
Bounties, (without injuring the Revenues of 
the Government) it would be a very proper 
Help for this Purpoſe. | 


Smuggling &i/b Meat, Sc. into England, is 
very common (and much to our Detriment); 
particularly ſince the Revival of the Salt- 
Duty ; among innumerable Inſtances of ſuch 
Practiſes, I have (a) Reaſon to think that 
a Merchant, who employs Thirty or Forty 
Ships yearly, victuals them chiefly with 1r:/þ 
Proviſions. I intimate fo much to ſhew the 
Neceſſity of enacting ſeverer Laws than we 


5 


„— 


(a) If my Informations are true. 


have 
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have at preſent, againſt Smuggling Triſh Meat, 
Sc. . 


As our Kingdom is an Ifland abounding 
with Havens, we ſuffer very much hereby ; 
particularly in the Weſt, and South-Weſt 


Parts of it. 


It would be a Service to our Landed In- 
tereſt, if our Ships going to Newfound-Land, 


and other Parts of the Veſß-Indies, were 


bindered from Victualling in Ireland. 


I think it would be proper, (eſpecially 
as Ireland is but a Day or two Sailing, or a 
little more, when the Wind is low and 
calm; and as Weſterly Winds are known to 
be much (a) commoner hah ny others ) 
o limit the Ships coming from Ireland, as 
to the — they bring away from 
thence ; for I find our Sea-Waiters, or Of- 
ficers of the Cuſtoms, ſince an expenſive 
Law-Suit at Liverpool, and in the Weſt of 
England, are fearjul in Seiſing ſuch Provi- 
ſions on Board ſuch Ships, unleſs they find 
it landing, or afterwards. They are told 
when Jriſþ Meat is in the Ships, it was 
bought only for the Ships Uſe, through Fear 
of a long Voyage; particularly when it is 
only a Hogſhead or two ; and when the head 


— — 


(a) The Weſt Winds are obſery'd to blow two Third 
Parts of the Year on our Coaſts. 
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Officers of the Cuſtoms do not viſit them. 
The inferiour Officers do not care to ſubject 
themſelves to a Law- Suit. I do not fee any 
Reaſon why it ſhould be a Hardſhip, if 
Engliſh Ships ſhould be entirely provided with 
Engliſh Proviſions. As they are employed 
ſomewhere or other all the Tear, it would be 
but an inconſiderable Damage to be ſtocked 
with a Quarter's Proviſion before-hand, when 
they went an Jriſþ Voyage. 


It can ſcarce be ſaid that Owners of Ships 
are too Neceſſitous to lay in two or three 
Months Proviſions, before they undertake 
ſuch a Voyage. I would not be underſtood 
to exclude them from buying freſh Meat for 
preſent Uſe, when there. If this ſhould be 
thought too Rigorous, the Quantities brought 
ſhould be ſpecified, as hinted before. Every 
Ship to be allowed enough, according to 
her Number of Samen; and the Surpluſage 


on ending the Voyage, to be ſold to the Of- 


ficers, Pariſh-Officers, or others at a reaſon- 
able Rate by the Arbitrement of the Miniſter 
of the Sea-Port Pariſh, having a due Re- 
gard to the prime Coſt. | 


It is too Cuſtomary a Thing for Boats to 
go off to Sea two, three or four Miles, to 
Smuggle Proviſions, when a Ship is ſeen com- 
ing from the Jr} Coaſt. Cuſtom-Houſe 
Boats ſeldom watch them, which do not re- 
turn 'till after Night. Duty on one Side 
does not approve of as much Fatigue, as In- 
tereſt on the other, 

When 
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When Iriſh Meat, &c. has been ſeifedz 
the Parochial Officers, not apprehending 
themſelves to be charged on Oath about ſuch 
Matters, have ſold ſuch Meat for a very 
ſmall Matter to the Maſter of the Ship, and 
diſtributed the Money in the room of the 
Meat, as the Law directs. Thus it is found 
Cheating is no Myſtery to the Meaneſt of 
People. 


Some Maſters of Ships, who trade frequent- 
ly to Ireland, have forborn bringing large 
Quantities on the old Pariſh-Officers going 
out of Office, *till they have known the Na- 
ture of their Succeſſors. I have been cred;- 
bly informed ſuch have been the Proceedings 
of ſome wary Smugglers : One Man's Plan of 
Dealings differs from another's. 


N 8 >, 
All Agent Pictnallers, and thoſe concern'd 
in Victualling any of his Majeſty's Ships, 
ought under ſevere Penalties, and Oaths, to 
be reſtrained from purchaſing I1ri/b Fleſh, 
Butter and Cheeſe. We have great Reaſon 
to believe that a Prohibition of this Kind 
will de very Serviceable to the Publick ; and 
that in War-time particularly, great Stores of 
thoſe Things have been (a) Smuggled into 
thoſe Kingdoms for ſuch Purpoſes. 


(a) As I intend writing a Book, called, Reftecti. 
ens on the Pocver, Intereſt, and Trade of Britain, I ſhall 
therein point out ſuch Methods, as will make the Pub- 


lick Revenues to be better paid than formerly.  _ 
4 With 
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With all humble Submiſſion to our Le- 
giſlature, I ſhould think that when the Bal- 
lance of Power in Europe, the Security of 
ourſelves and Trade, or the Protection of 
our Allies, requires our entring into 3 War, 
that War, on our Part, ought ta. be e tare 
ried on by our floating Caſiles, our Men of 
War. Hereby our Money would be preſer— 
ved among ourſelves, in uſing our own Pro- 
viſions, and other Neceſſaries: It would only 
change Hands in going from che Engliſh Sub- 
ject to another. An Engliſh (a) Writer, of 
Eminence, ſays, that in ſuch a War the Na- 
tion would not loſe above one Twentieth Part 
of the Expence; and that, if fit Care was 
taken, Ge. not above one Fortieth. Sir 
William Temple ſomewhere juſtly obſerves, 
that Land Wars on the Frontiers of Princes 


Countries do them little Injury. 


As our Exports and Imports, by Foſpua 
Gee's Account, are nearly equal, great Land 
Armies now maintained abroad by us would 
in a few Years exhauſt a conſiderable Part 
of our Caſh. What muſt be the Conſe- 
quence if but few Hundred thouſand Pounds 
are ſent into Foreign Kingdoms yearly, more 
than we receive by Dealings abroad ? 


** 


_— 


(a) Sir F/illiam Petty in Books of his hereafter men- 
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In former Times, in the Reigns of Henry 
the Seventh, Henry the Eighth, Queen Eliza. 
beth, and Oliver, we never ſent large Bo. 
dies of Men beyond Seas in our (a) Wars, 
particularly in that Queen's Reign. 'Thoſe 
who urge the Caſe is altered in Europe, ſince 
that Time; and that Power among the 
Neighbouring Kings is more unequal in our 
Days, have not ſo much to ſay for their 
Opinions, as they may imagine; for Philip 
the Second (of Spain) was as (b) terrible 
then, as any European King is at this Time: 
Not to mention his numerous Armies in 
Flanders ; did not he conquer Portugal; 
wage War with France, ſend out his invinci- 
ble (fo called) Armada againſt England ; and 
aſſiſt the JIriſþ Rebels (c) with Men, Money 
and Ammunition ? Univerſal Monarchy was 
his End, though his Means were not equal 
to that End. 


(a) The laſt War coft 24, 168,871 Pounds for the bare 
Subſiſtence of the Troops, and Subſidies to Foreign Princes, 
excluſively of our Naval Expences, and the Charge f 
Tranſports; which laſt Article only (of the Tranſ- 

rts) amounted to 1,336,719 Pounds. 

(b) King Fames the Firſt, (when only King of Scot- 
land) ſo dreaded the great Power of Philip, that he 
wondered Queen Elizabeth would venture to diſpleaſe 
him, 1n joining the Allies againſt him ; and ſaid as ſhe 
did, he ſhould have the Advantage of being Philip's 
laſt Mouthful. 

(e) The Engliſh Hiſtory, Two Vol. Ocfavo. 


Our 
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Our furniſhing (a) Sea Aſſiſtance (in ſome 
Conjunctures, I do not deny but it may be 
proper to affiſt our Allies with Twenty or 
Thirty Thouſand Men of ovr Land Forces) 
in our Wars is as natural to ts, as Land 
Forces to Powers on the Continent. In all 
Matters of common Defence, c. between 
Nation and Nation, in Amity with one 
another, one Nation, according to the Laws 
of Natural Equity, is not obliged to ad- 
vance more Aſſiſtance againſt a common 
Enemy, than may be (5) wanted, proba- 
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(a) Which, if Cruiſers (as the Dutch did former! 
againſt the Spaniards) are employed, will be of va 
Importanee. i 
6) Here I cannot omit animadverting on Defedts 
in ſome former Treaties of mutual Defence and Pro- 
tection made between us and other Nations. Ir is only 
(often) Stipulated that our Allies ſhall aſſiſt us if we 
are attacked (I do not mean offenſive Treaties ;) 
which is an unequal, conſequently an unreaſonable Engage- 
ment. As we have few, it any, tenable Forts, in Caſe 
our Enemies ſhould Land their Troops, we may be 
almoſt over- run and conquered, before our Allies 
could help us; and n they ought to be obli- 
ged (their ſtrong Forts make their Caſe differ from 
ours) to advance a ſettled Force, whenever demand- 
ed: Otherwiſe, though it may be neceſlary to begin 
Hoſtilities, to preſerve ourſelves in Time, (and — 
we ought; Preparations againſt us have been often 
privately carried on within thoſe Twenty Years laſt 
paſt,) without publiſhing our Grounds of Information; 
and to do as we did when we deſtroy'd the Spaniſh Fleet, 
and block'd up their Galleons, Our Allies may ſay 
they are not obliged to follow our War-like Motions, 

f and 
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bly, one Time or other, by that ſame Na. 
tion or Power. Now it is certain, we in 
England ſhall never Truſt (if we wanted 
Foreign Help) more than Twenty or Thirty 
Thouſand Foreign Soldiers among us. Such 
a Supply of our Troops is, I think, equal 
to Half ſo many more of moſt other Na-. 
tions. Many are the antient Inſtances of | 
ſuch extraordinary Goodneſs in our Troops. 
General Vebb's (a) Victory over a Gene- 
ral and Troops doing their Duty, is a won- 
derful Confirmation of it. 


If our aſual Sea-Force will not ſatisfy the 
Demands of our Allies, we may augment 


— — 


and that we are the Aggreſſors. It may be contrary to 
the Rules of Decorum, for a private Perſon, not 
acquainted with the Cabinet Councils of Princes, to 
ſay we had, in the Caſe of the Galleons, ſuch an Anſwer 
from France or Holland, the Hanover Allies: Let that 
be as it will, I was told the War-like Stores were ſuf- 
fered (though the Spaniſh Deſigns were no Secrets) in 
Sight of our Ships, to be brought to the Spaniſ 
Army, to prevent aur Allies thinking us the Aggreſſors. 
Such Treaties they may reap Benefit from always in 
their Diſtreſs, or Want, which we cannot. There 
ought to be more Regard to the Difference of Circum- 
ftances betqveen us. 

(a) If our Seamen in Battle are forced down under 
the Hatches of their Ships, they loſe not their Courage; 
but gloriouſly ſtrive to come up again ; the French de- 
ſpair, and are ſunk under ſuch Circumſtances. One 
of the French Monarchs (I think it was Charles the Wiſe) 
uſed to tell his Generals not to fight with our Troops, 
unleſs they had extraordinary N over them 
firſt of all: And Wiſe was he in ſaying ſo. 


them 
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them, and bombard the Sea-Coaſt Towns 
of our Enemies, ſhut up their Shipping in 
their Harbours, and ruin their Trade. If 
their Trading by Sea was ſufficiently ob- 
| ſtructed, would not our Enemies loſe the Si- 

news of War, (a) Money ? (all Troops 
will ſoon mutiny or deſert, without Pay- 


ment). 


It is well known that Nation, which may 
be the moſt terrible Power to us, ſupports 
its great Armies chiefly by Revenues depend- 
ing on the Profit of Commerce. If we were to 
differ with that Power, and lord it much in 
the Ocean in the Manner now adviſed, it 
would be cutting of one of its Wings. By 
our Poſſeſſion of Gibralter and Port-Aſabon, 
and a vigorous Spirit (5) in Maritime Affairs, 
we might eaſily reduce the Grandeur of the 


Southern Powers of Europe. 


The Strength of France may be depreſſed 
by keeping Craif ing Squadrons at Gibralter, Mi- 
zorca, and on the Coaſt of Portugal. That 
Landlord muſt ſoon become poor, whoſe Te- 
nants are taken away from him. And as our 


(a) De Wit in his Intereſt of Holland ſays, that the 
Dutch loſt in Thirteen Months 300 Tun of Gold, 
and 143 Ships in the Mediterranean, by the African 
Cruiſers; which proves the Benefit of Cruiſers in 
War, 

(b) Our Endeavours of this Sort were not many laft 
War: Land Conqueſts we chicfly attended to. 


Ships 
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Ships of War may be increaſed, it will be 

roper to have a great many Ships of ſmall 
— (in a War) to be, in Fair Weather, 
in a conſtant Courſe of Sailing, to ſuppreſs 
Privateers, and ſeiſe our Enemy's Ships o 
Trade. The Commanders of ſuch ſmall Ships 
ſhould be acconntable for their (a) Time. The 
Accounts of their remaining in Habours, 
Sc. may be tranſmitted to the Government 
by its Civil Officers. As large Squadrons of 
Men of War have not very many Opportu- 
nities of engaging with our Enemy's Ships of 
Trade, thoſe ſmall Ships will be very Ser- 
viceable: One Squadron of thoſe Cruiſers 
(well made for Expedition) carrying about 


Ten or Twelve Guns, may be ſtationed about 


the Iſlands of Guernſey and Ferſey (there is 
good habouring there); and I think they 
would be a very proper Additional Power 
to our Cruiſing Squadrons of ſmall Ships at 
Minorca, on the Coaft of Portugal, and at 
Gibralter, (others may be placed on ſome con- 
venient Parts of our own Coaſts,) where we 
may hinder any Ships to paſs, but ſuch as we 
pleaſe. A Sea-War thus managed would im- 
poveriſh our Enemies, and benefit our Allies. 
By a Sea War, chiefly, Spain Joſt it exorbi- 
tant Grandeur. Beſides ſeveral Loſſes of 
Treaſure by private Adventures, ſhe bf 
Two Millions of Money in Oliver's Time; 


(a) Why may not they be always at Sea, as well as 
other Ships trading one where or other, 


and 
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and in Queen Elizabeth's Reign, in the ſame 
Manner, ſhe loft more than Twenty Millions o 

Ducats. What Power can ſupport itſelf af- 
ter ſuch Loſſes? By Mr. Addi ſon's (a) Ac- 
count, the French King in his laſt Wars 
could ſend and maintain ten Regiments in 
Spain, with the ſame Expence England could 
two. The Difference of Wages and Officers 
makes the Difference in our Expences to be 
as three to one ; five to one is much worſe. 
Our Debts on Account of the laſt War, and 
perhaps an Incapacity to borrow ſo much 
Money again, will, I hope, when War hap- 
pens, incline us to that Kind of War, which 


will make our Expences circulate among our- 
ſelves. 


Em 
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(a) In a Diſcourſe of his about the laſt War, or 
his Whig Examiner, 
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CHAP. III. 


Conſiderations on other Methods 
of Relieving our Landholders. 


Mg E Northern People raiſe Corn cheaper 
than we do ; Labour is not as dear with 
them as with us. From them chiefly the 
Dutch are ſupplied with Quantities for their 
Markets at home and abroad. Now to en- 
able us to reap more Advantage by our 
Corn Buſineſs, it will be neceſſary to enlarge 
our Bounty Money. The Bounty for Wheat 
ought to be, I think, Eleven-pence per 
Buſhel (eight Gallons), for Barley Five-pence 
Half-penny, and other Grains in an advanced 
Proportion. The Sinking Funds, or ſome here- 
1 mentioned, may in part be applied for 
uch Purpoſes. It is an uſual Thing for a 
Trading Nation, when any great Branch 
of its Buſineſs (does not Corn deſerve as 
much Favour as other Commodities?) is not 
on an equal Footing, as it is elſewhere, to 
aid it with ſufficient Bounty Money: If 
we give too little, other Nations will find 


Markets when we cannot. 


Servants Wages are by much too high; 
and for Want of a Power of Information 
cannot, by the Laws in Being, be lower'd. 
If they were unhired after the legal Warn- 
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ing of Departure from their Maſters, and 
obliged to agree to go into any Man's Ser- 
vice, who was willing to receive them, (for 
the Wages ordered by Authority) without 
Loſs of Time, in ſuch new Agreement ; 
ſuch quick Contracts would poſſibly Jeſſe 
their Wages ; provided they were obliged, 
on Oath, to declare, whether they were 
(when looked for) hired or unhired, to pre- 
vent falſe Declarations. 
W 

The mentioning Servants puts me in Mind 
of a Deficiency in our Laws, which affects 
our Maritime Counties more than our Inland 
ones; viz. Servants and others are allowed 
to go to our Plantations from our Sea-Coaſt 
Counties, as well as from the reſt ; which is 
a Diſadvantage from which they defire to be 
freed ; and that too, not without Reaſon ; 
for the beſt Corn Prices being to be had 
near the Sea, ſuch Counties have as much, 
if not more Corn generally in them than the 
reſt; and therefore ought to abound with as 
many, or more Servants, which cannot hap- 
pen, as the Caſe is at preſent ; for moſt of 
our Seamen, computed by ſome (3) 170, ooo 
(this is the Amount of our Seamen when our 
Navy and Merchant Ships are full) are raiſed 
out of the Maritime Counties. 'This great 
Number makes a great Inequality of Ser- 


1 
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(a) By the Police and Ingenious Mr. Moyle, in bis 
Works, 
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vants and Labourers ; and Prices of Lab 
muſt be higher in ſuch, Counties. A ſma 
Number of Hands conſtantly adds to the 
Price of Labour. I hope the Maritime 
Counties, particularly as they chiefly furniſh 
our Naval Force with Men, will be favour'd 
ſo far by the Legiſlature, as to have an Act 
of Parliament made to. prevent their Inhabi- 
rants going beyond Sea. Such a Law is 
much wanted. 


The Navigation of AMford being much in- 
creaſed now, by what it was formerly, has, 
I know, added much to the Price of Ser- 
vants. Twenty and Two and Twenty Years 
ago, Head-Plowmen ( Bailifts) were hired 
for Fifty Shillings each; but now ſuch, Men 
have commonly Five or Six Pounds per Ann. 
Orher Servants have in Proportion. Vaſt 
Numbers yearly leave the Land. for Sea-Ser- 
vice; and 0 Doubt but the Caſe 7s the ſame 
ii other. Places. 


The more Ale we export, the better. I 
find no large Quantities are ſent out of F7g- 
laud at preſent, which is probably owing to 
roo little Encouragement from our Laws. 
This Buſineſs ought to be particularly for- 
warded ; for it benefits ſeveral, the Farmers, 
Maltmen and Brewers ; and conſequently 
ſhould meer with the greateſt Favour and Re- 
gird: Proper Premiums, no Doubt, would pro- 
mote it. If be asked, where are Funds to 


give them; perhaps additional Impoſitions on 
Mar- 


1% > 
Marriages, Money from Sales of Fſtater, 
(Part of ſome Foreign Taxes are levied out 
of ſuch Things, particularly in ſome Parts of 
Italy and Sweden) Poſts of Profit on Entry 
into them, and ſmall Parts of Legacies might 
be allotted by Law for ſuch Uſes. It would 
be no unreaſonable Thing ro examine, whe- 
ther a Fund out of ſuch Things might not 
be eſtabliſhed for this and the like Purpoſes. 
Small Abridgments of Property will be no 
Diſcontentment to any, who wiſh the gene- 
ral Good of the Kingdom. 


The Cheapneſs of French Wine in Ireland 
prevents a great Quantity of our Ale being 
ſent into that Kingdom. They would be 
very Fond of our Ale, if England would 
prevent their having any Wine, but what is 
firſt landed in England. 


The Plantations ought not to be ſuffered 
to bring home any Wine, when their Ships 
come to Europe. If they had not any Wine 
but what they had from England, the Dear- 
neſs of having it in that Manner would in- 
cline their Inhabitants to uſe more of our 
Ale and Beer than they do at preſent. 


Barley would fell much better than it 
does, if ſome of our Laws about Brewers 
and Malſters were abrogated ; I mean thoſe 
which reſtrain Traders, who brew and malt 
for home Conſumption, from ſending any 
abroad, unleſs they loſe the Encouragement 
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the Law allows others of their Buſineſs. I 
think the Frauds, which are the Cauſes of 
ſuch Reſtraints, might be guarded againſt 
by ſuch Dealers and their Servants juſtifying 


their Actions on Oath, as often as the Laws 


ſhall direct; and by having Brew-houſes and 
Malt-rooms for Exportation, at ſome Di- 
ſtance from the others, liable to the Inſpec- 
tion, &9c. of the Exciſe-Officers, as much as 
ſhall be thought proper; and to all other ne- 
ceſſary Regulations. Some Frauds would hap- 
pen, be the Precautions againſt them ever ſo 
wiſe; bur I think they might be fo few, 
that the Nation would be more benefited 
than injured by repealing them: How can 
we export any great Quantities of Malt or 
Beer, as Things are at preſent? We mutt 
have foreign Correſpondents in thoſe Bran- 
ches of Trade, as well as others. New Be- 
ginners in thoſe Buſineſſes are poorly pro- 
vided with them, and ſeldom ſend as good 
to Market as old Dealers. Then again, very 
few old Malſters or Brewers, who trade con- 
ſiderably (and they are the moſt likely, if 
not the only Perſons, who find out good Cor- 
reſpondents,) will drop their home Trade for 
what is Foreign only. Wars may alter the 
Courſe of ſuch Trade ; and therefore they 
will not ſolely depend on it. Now if we 
conſider all this together, does it not ſeem a 
plain Caſe ſuch Sort of Dealings muſt, ro 
our great Detriment, be very inconſiderable? 
Our ſmall Exportation of them at preſent is 
too good an Atteſtation of what I . 

ave 


1 
I have heard thoſe Things too juſtly com- 
plained of. 


It will be proper to inquire into our Di- 
ſtilling Spirits from Barley, or other Grain, 
whether that Trade is as much encouraged 
as it ought, that our Neighbours may not be 
on a better Faoting than we are on. If t 
can afford it cheaper than we, our Bufineſs 
of that Kind muſt leſſen. It is obſerved by 
a (a) Chymical Author, that the Dutch Spirits 
preſerve their Flavour on Exportation, bet- 
ter than the Engliſh, on Account of ſome 
Art they uſe. Poland is remarkably famous 
for excellent Malt Spirits; nay, to ſuch a 
Degree, that it is ſaid the Poles make no 
great Uſe of French Brandy ; they think 
them to be very little Inferior to it. All 
Arts are more Perfect. in one Country than 
another. I beg leave to make ſome Remarks 
on the laſt Act of Parliament- concerning 
ſuch Spirits. It is only ſaid therein, that Spi- 
rits for Foreign Uſe, intitled to a Bounty, 
muſt be drawn from Corn, I ſhould think 
Spirits for home Conſumption ſhould not be al- 
lowed to be drawn from any Thing but Corn ; 
in that Caſe there would be a great De- 
mand for Corn more than at preſent. I be- 
lieve I may affirm Spirits ſhipped to go be- 
yond Sea are, on Ship-board, mix'd by the 
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(a) Boerhave in his Art of Chymiſtry: He tells how 
they make their Spirits better. 


Maſter 
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Maſter with Nench Brandy. I have made 
ſome particular Inquiries into thoſe Things. 
Such Practiſes are not guarded againſt in that 
Act; neither does that Law fay any Thing 
about Spirits being mix'd with Brandy, or 
any Thing elſe, after they are drawn or matt, 
but that i the making of them, no Foreign 
of Native Materials (perhaps it might not 
be uſeleſs to add, or Liquors) but Corn Thall 
be uſed. It is not ſaid in the Act who is to 
ſwear. I ſhould think the Diſtiller, or his 
head Servant, ſhould ſwear on the Exporta- 
tion, about their being drawn from Corn. 
The Merchant is an improper Perſon i that 
Refſpe# ; for as he buys, he cannot tell whe- 
ther it was or not. As he does not know 
the contrary, he may be too fotward in his 
Oath. The Diſtiller, if he: is ot obliged tg 
ſwear, may mix other Liquors with them 
after. they are drawn, or draw them from 
ſome Drugs, &c. jointly with Corn. If there 
ſhould be any Alteration in this Law, it may 
be neceſſary to ſwear the Maſter not to land 
the Goods, but in the Port where it is ſaid 
they are intended for, If this Care was ta- 
ken in other Things, where there are Draw- 
backs, and Penalties on him, (a) eaſily had 
by the Informers, it might prevent ſeveral 
Frauds. | 


—_—_ 


(a) Uncertaintics about Times of Information, and 
the Want of ſummary Ways of getring Forfeitures, 


hinder ſeveral Seamen to inform againſt their Ma- 


ſters, &c. 


The 
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The Merchant ſhould be obliged to fwear 
that ſuch Spirits, according to his Belief, are 
not mix'd with any other Liquors ; and that 
be will not directly, or indirectly order or 
encourage /uch Mixture. It is feldom found 
there are too many Precautions in ſuch Sort 
of Things. Having obſerved, thay it is in- 
tended by Malſtets to petition the Parliament 
to ſubject the Diſtillers to Duty for the un- 
malted Barley they uſe in diſtilling, I think 
it will be a Hardſhip that ufeful Body of 
Men, the Diſtillers, ought not to be liable 
to; it will diſcourage Exportations too much 
to the Advantage of Foreign Nations; a 
Conſequence at this Time to be mightily at- 
tended to. If a Calculation could be made 
of the great Quantities of Spirits ſhipped off 
abroad, more than in our own Nation, I 
fancy they would deſerges our further Fa- 
vour. 


The Diſtillers are the Farmers great 
Friends; what would become of our Corn 
injured by bad Harveſts, were it not for Di- 
ſtilling. 


The preventing ſome male Practiſes among 
Ale- keepers and publick Brewers would 
add to the Conſumption of our Malt; to 
ſtrengthen their Ale and Beer, it is uſual to 
put Moloſſes, hot Drugs in their Liquors ; 
thereby they ſave a great Deal of Malt, to 
the Detriment of their Cuſtomers Healths, 

and 
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and the (a) Farmers and Malſters Profit. 
They pretend they uſe thoſe Things for re- 
fining Liquors ; they ought, to prevent ſuck 
Pretences, to be confined to the well known 
Refiners, Wheat, Flower, Iſinglaſs, &9c. They 
might be ſworn not to put any Thing un- 
allowed and unexpreſſed by the Law, in ſuch 
Liquors ; and that they will not allow or 
encourage their Servants, or others, to do it, 
directly or indirectly. 


The Engliſh Tillage, ſince the dear Years 
of Corn, (Six Years ago) is fo great, that 
a Scarcity of Corn at home again cannot 
be well feared ; and therefore we ſhould 
have our Exportations highly encouraged. 


If our Colonies of New England, New 
Tork and xt. were hindered from ex- 
porting Corn to Barbadoes, Famaica, Virgi- 
nia, and ſome other of our Southern Plan- 
tations ; eſpecially as we might, as well as 
they, ſupply the Spaniſh Weſt Indies with 
Flower, Ec. (by the Way of Famaica) our 
Corn-Markets would infallibly riſe. The In- 
habitants of thoſe Colonies following other 
Buſineſs, have great Want of Corn. 


—̃ — 


(a) I think it has been calculated, that 4 Shilling's 
worth of theſe Things prevents the Uſe of two Shillings 
evorth of Malt. 
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it would not be improper to know what 
Quantities of Spirits, (Rum and Citron Wa- 
ter excepted) are made in thoſe Provinces; 
and to what Markets they are ſent. If their 
Buſineſs interferes with ours, it ought not 
to be allowed. Why might we not /#ppiy 
their Markets at home, and in the Spaniſ# 
Weſt Indies. dt | 


Our Indolence heretofbre (I wiſh it may 
not continue,) has been a good Benefit Ticket 
to them. We do not always know the true 
State of our Plantations ; and when our home 
Trade is undermined by them, in ſeveral 
Particulars, I have obſerved formerly, that 
the Informations Tent our Lords Commiſſi- 
oners of Trade and Plantations, have not 
been as particular as they ought to have been. 
How then can we judge whethet or no they 
are injuring their Mother Kingdom ? An 
annual Account of all their Exports and Im- 
ports, and Laws concerning Trade, with what 
other concomitant Inrelligence their Govers 
nors can ſend us an Account of, we ought 
to be acquainted with. Some of their Go- 
vernors may have their Reaſons not to be 
very expreſs and plain in returning Anſwers 
to our Board of 'Trade ; however, it ſupe- 
riour Authority exerts itſelf, we may find 
Methods of Diſcovery. 


Diſtilling ſhould be hindered in Ireland. 
G It 


[4A] 
It is undoubtedly proper to prevent Ireland, 
as well as the Plantations, carrying on any 
of the principal Buſineſſes of our own Na- 
tion; particularly the Woollen and Corn 
Trades ; for beſides Money and Markets 
being taken away from us, by their being 
Sharers with us, we ſhall have thereby a 
| great additional Number of #7employed Poor, 
(which, ſince the Declenſion of Farming, I have 
known to be our Caſe.) During a proſperous 
State of Tillage, I compute there are near 
5,000,000 ſubſiſted by our Land and Trade 
Employments, (including all Perſons, young 
and old, in working Families,) and out of 
that Number, it is ſaid, there are 1,200,000 
who get their Bread by Manufactures ; I 
think this laſt Number ought to be greater 
2,000,000, Theſe Things cannot have too 
much of our Regard. 
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l We ought to prevent Exportations of Corn, 
&c. out of our Plantations ; (a) ſome of their 
Grounds being not, probably, plowed, ſince 
the Creation till this Age throws out immenſe 
uantities of Grain; and they follow the 
Corn Trade chjefiy, except Virginia, Famaica 
and Barbadoes. I have been lately inform- 
| ed by one who has been in Penſilvania, that 
1 there are between two and three hundred Ships 


(a) Particularly to any Parts of Eurcpe. 


chiefly 
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chiefly employed in carrying Corn from thence 
Tear after Tear to the Streights, Lisbon, our 
Tobacco and Sugar Colonies, and to Ireland, 


very often. 


To prevent their Exportation (a) they 


may be obliged not to Till more Ground 


than the Legiſlature ſhall think proper for 
home uſe: Then in Times of Scarcity, they 
themſelves would be our Cuſtomers. 


As we could have Freights home from our 
Colonies, we could ſend Corn there cheaper, 
and conſequently oftner than other European 
Corn Dealers: However, I think others 
ought not to be allowed to ſhare ſuch a 
Trade with us. 


Such Regulations and Dependance on us 
(particularly in the Sourthern Provinces, ) 
would prevent rebellious Confederacies among 


them to free themſelves from the Sovereign- 


ty of Britain over them. 


As the foregoing Reſtraints are highly ne- 
ceflary, they ought not to be objected a- 
gainſt. 


I do not know by what Power the Dutch 
import Corn into Ireland. It is certain, as 
they have always Stocks of Corn ready by 


eos 
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(a) The Northern Colonies, 


G 2 them, 
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them, they often go to Jreland before we 
can, and thereby have the beſt Prices: They 
kurt us much, I know there is an (2) old 
Act of Parliament, which does favour them 
and cthers in ſo doing. e | 


Such a Law when it was made, the Til- 
lage of this Nation being then different from 
what it is now, did our Landholders no In- 
jury. I fancy their Title is incompatible with 
a reaſonable Conſtruction of the Act of Na- 
vigation, (one of the beſt Laws ever made 
for us,) which ſays, “ And it is further en- 
c ated by the Authority aforeſaid, That 
“ no Goods or Commodities that are of H- 
& reign Growth, Production or Manufacture, 
& and which are brought into England, Ire- 
c land, Wales, the Iſlands of Guernſey and 
% Ferſey, or Town of Berwick rpon Trecd, 
6 in Engliſb-built ſhipping, or other Ship- 
ping belonging to the aforeſaid Places, and 
* navigated by Eugliſß) Mariners, as afore- 
“ ſaid, ſhall be ſhipp*'d or brought from any 
other Place or Places, Country or Coun- 
& tries, but only from thofe of the ſaid 
& Growth, Production or Manufacture, or 
& from thoſe Ports, where the ſaid Goods and 


(a) In Edward the Third's Reign, which allows all 
Foreigners to import Goods, c. of all Kinds into, 
Treland. - . 

I Foreign Corn was prohibited to be e 
from one Iriſh Port to another, it would leſſen the 
Importation of it. Rn 


r 
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e Cummodities can only, or are, or uſually have 
te been fir ſhipped for Tranſportation, and 
be from none other Places or Countries, under 
« the Penalty of the Forfeiture of all ſuch 
& Goods as ſhall be imported from any other 
Place or Country, contrary to the true Intent 
ec and Meaning beresf ; as alſo of the Ship in 
& which they were imported, with all her 
“ Guns, Furniture, Ec. | 


Now it is well known, Holland does not 
afford Corn of its own Growth and Producti- 
on, to maintain 4 Quarter Part of its own In- 
habitants (a). | 


Does not the Reaſon of this Act prevent 
their having a Power of Importation © Surely 
they, who have /o little Corn of their own, 
muſt be ſuppoſed to ſip what is not their own 
Growth and Production, contrary to the Means 
ing of this Ad; for the Future therefore 
they ought to be denied a privilege which 7s 
contrary to this Act. As we cannot actually 
diſprove ſuch Corn, when imported, to be 
their own Growth, we may be help'd here- 
in by, a Law, obliging ſome of the Ship's 
Crew and Maſter, to ſwear they believe it 
to be the Growth of Holland, if an abſolute 
Prohibition cannot be obtain'd. This may 


n 
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(a) The Hiſtory of Holland, in Two Vol. Oö. 
gives us an Account, that the Hundredth Part of the 
Corn the Dutch export, is not their own Growth. 


prevent 
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prevent or leſſen ſuch unreaſonable Importa- 
tions, which have, ere now, glutted our 
Markets. Through a Want of ſuch Regu- 
lations, the Engliſb Merchants and Farmers 
have, in Times of Dearneſs in Freland, &c. 
been deprived of their juſt Rights, advanced 
Prices. It will not in Effect be making a 
new Law, as much as intitling us to the Be- 
nefit of an old one; which we and our Fore- 
fathers ought to have enjoyed long ago. 


The (a) Spirit, and not the Letter of 

Laws relating to National Intereſts, out to 
be regarded. All Laws of Nature and Na- 
tions allow ſuch a Conſtruction. 


I will * with any in wiſhing the Pro- 
ſperity of Holland, but not when it is found- 
ed on the Ruin of Eugland. | 


To return to the Plantations, their Ships 
coming to Ireland, France, Spain and Portu- 
gal with Corn, hurts all our Manufatiures, 
as well as our Farmers; thereby they carry 
home the Manufactures of thoſe Nations, to 
ſupply their Wants. Moreover it is well 
known that the Datch, for Cheapneſs of 
Preight, frequently hire our Plantation Ships 
from the Mediterranean to Holland. Then as 
the Dutch work ſeveral of their Manufac- 
tures cheaper than we do, and only Half 


—_— 


_— = TY 99 * * 


(a) Qui baret in litera, heret in cortice. 
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Freight being to be paid homewards, the 
Dutch Manufactures and India Goods are 
bought cheaper by the People of our Nor- 
thern Colonies, than ours when we export 
them thither. 


| The wiſe Spaniards and Portugueſe do vo- 
; Iuntarily hinder their Plantations in America 
to interfere with the Manufactures, which 
are made in France and England, as well as 
with thoſe which are made in Spain and Por- 
tugal: Surely then there is much more Rea- 
ſon for us to prevent our Colonies going on 
with their Corn Trade. 


w 


There are other Commiodities ſufficiently 


profitable, which may employ them fully, 
without injuring us. 


The honeſt judicious Quaker, Foſhna Gee, 
who deſerves a Monument to be erec- 
4 red to his Memory, for his (a) Book on the 
5 | Trade 


= * 
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(a) Lewis XIV. was very remarkable for reward- 
ing valuable Authors: Sach Men are profitable Mem- 
bers of the Commonwealth. Peter the Great of 7Muſ- 
covy bad the ſame way of acting: He honoured and 
favoured ſuch Sort of Men liberally, and of his own 
2 accord: He eſteemed them as Benefactors to himſelf 
{ and People. 

1 I here take the Liberty of mentioning a few ſmall 
Books of great Value to Gentlemen who would be in- 
ſtruded in our Trade, and National Affairs, without 
having their Underſtandings impoſed on by &fgning 
an 
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Trade and Navigation of Britain, has told 
us what they are, viz. Hemp, Flax, 'Raw- 
Silk, Iron, Pot-Afh, Ships, Cochineal, rai- 
fing Indico, planting Cocoa-Nuts, Sc. For 
the Satisfaction of thoſe who have not ſeen 
this excellent (a) Book, I will quote ſome 
Particulars out of him, relating to the Sub- 
je& I am treating of, viz. | 


and Flax, inſtead of having 
@ all from Ruſſia to ſupply us. 


Encouraging the Sowing Hemp) | 
> 300,000 


and Penſilvania, inſtead of our c 


Raw-Silk to be made in Carolina) : 
200,000 
having it from Piedmont. 


m_ 


and fallacious Writers, To the above add Huet on the 
Dutch Trade, Sir Walter Raleigb's Remains, The In- 
tereſt of Scotland conſider'd, Sir William Temple's Ob- 
ſervations on the Netherlands, &t. Sir William Petty's 
Political Anatomy of Ireland, with his Verbum Sapienti 
annexed to it. His Numbers of our People, and his 
Account of our Caſh, ſeem tb be his only Errors. 
Philipps's State of the Nation's Debts, and Money, 
Sc. may be read to p. 38. N. B. Sir Wiliam Petty, 
in p. 9. is falſly charged by him about our Exports. 
(a) Wherein he ſhews how our Trade may be bet- 
ter d 3,000,000 of Pounds fer Ann. if we did what 
we ought. | | =: 
Though this Sum may be too large, the Adyance- 
ment nevertheleſs may be wonderfully great. : 


a * | Eneou⸗ 


— 


*s n 
n N 1 

4 * 3 9 
r 3 | 3 / 
x ” . >” —_— i -. 


2 
1 
F 


1494 


Encouraging the making of Pig- 
Iron, and making it into Bar 
Iron, inſtead of having the 
whole from Sweden 


I 00,000 


Making of Pot-Aſh, inſtead of 
having it from Rnſſia — 5 30,009 


Building Ships, and importing 
Timber 


5 1 00,000 


Making Cochineal, raiſing In- 
dico, planting Cocoa Nuts, 
Se. | | 


The Article of Timber I do not preſs at 
preſent ; becauſe as Norway lies much nearer 
ro us, we may be ſupplied much cheaper, by 
ſaving whe Perhaps the Iron Article, 
that Part of it which comes from Sweden be- 
ing under the ſame favourable Circumſtan- 
[3 ces, will not admit of much Encouragement 
| from our Legiſlature ; but the other Parti- 
N culars, coming chiefly from the Bothnick 
Gulph and Petersburgh, we may be ſupplied 
with from our Colonies, which are as near 
s as thoſe Places: Our Lands are cheaper 
ſet than theirs, which is an encouraging Ad- 
vantage. | 5 


If we want more Encouragement, we 
ſhould take off the Duties on thoſe Goods 
for ſome Time. Rſa is obliged to ſend 


16 


I 00,000 
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their Goods (a great Part of them) five or 
fix hundred Miles before they ſhip them, 


which would xot be our Caſe. That Empire 


has a great Ballance of Trade againſt us, 
and does not take much, comparatively ſpeak- 
ing, from us, but Bills of Exchange and 
ready Money, and have almoſt their own 
Prices for Hemp (there being no great Quan- 
tities raiſed elſewhere). Our Woollen Ex. 
ports to that Country are not what might 
be expected. It is unneceſſary to obſerve, 


that their great Uſe of Fur Cloathing, is our 


Detriment. The Ru ſſians, do what we can, 
will receive enough of our Caſh for their Li- 
nen Cloth, Linen Yarn, Rua Leather, 
Sc. we ſhall afterwards remain great Cu- 
ſtomers for their Goods, 


If the two Articles of Irou and Timber (the 
hewing, drawing and working up Timber 
into Pipe Staves, Oc. would likely require 
more Hands than we could ſpare, the other 
Particulars being well attended to) were ex- 
cluded in our Improvements (I mean more than 
they are at preſent) in America, our Gain 
would be ſufficiently great; no leſs than 


6,30,000 Pounds per Annu ; they have 


People enough to manage and go on with 
ſuch Improvements ; ſo many Perſons that are 
now employed in Tillage, Ec. would be ſufficient 
(in old England it has been computed, that 
there are no leſs than near 3,000,000 of Peo- 
ple, now ſubſiſted by Agriculture). If the 
Woollen Buſineſs was diſcquraged, there 

| would 
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would be more than enough. It mizht not 
be improper to ſwear their Governors to give 
all, and the trueſ Intelligence they can, of 
the State of our Colonies. How great muſt 
their Dealings be in thoſe Things? In 1732. 
they ſhipped off from London only 12,660 
Wooken Cards. 


To return, their Lands are very fit for 
Hemp, [See Gee] and well cleared, at leaſt, 
enough for all the Purpoſes we can deſire. 


To ſay there have been Bounties formerly 
given for Hemp, does not lefſen the Force 
of what is advanced ; for we may well know, 
as Tillage was ſo profitable to them, as is be- 
fore noted, they did not forſake the Employ- 
ment of their Fathers, for new Improvements 
(their Lands or People could not do two 
Things at once). If Compulſory Laws were 
made, and Bounties continued, they muſt 
and would alter their Buſineſs, and leſſen 
the Ruſſia Importations, without Prohibiti- 
ons. It cannot be ſuggeſted that the French 
Settlements would, on the ceaſing of the 
Corn Trade in our Colonies, go into the 
Corn Trade, they have not Lands enough 
cleared for ſuch a Purpoſe ; they now carry 
on Buſineſſes more ſuitable to their Circum- 
ſtances (not to mention the common Preju- 
dice of all Nations to alter the Employment 
they have been moſt uſed to). If they were 


well diſpoſed for ſuch an Alteration, they 
H 2 could 
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could not effect it, to any great Purpoſe, fo. 
veral Years yet to come. 


The encouraging Hemp, Flax and Raw- 
Silk there, would be 4 double Benefit ; it 
would afford Labour for our People at home. 


If there ſhould ſtill be wanting farther en- 
couragements, Bounties might be enlarged 
by caſual (a) Funds, ſuch as were in King Wil- 
tiam's Time, on Births, Burials, Marriages, 
Bachelors, Sc. according to the ſeveral 
Ranks of People. 


Our Northern Colonies injure England in 
fo bigh a Degree in our Manufactures, as well 
as Corn Trade, that I hope all will unite in 
reforming ſuch Abuſes. 'To make this Point 
a little clearer, I ſhall mention ſome Fass. 
(5) The Northern Colonies, at preſent, ſays 
a late Writer, produce much the ſame Com- 
modities as Great Britain; eſpecially New 
England, New Tork, and Penſilvania ; and 
they have ſet up ſeveral of our Manufac- 
tures (the 12,660 Cards exported in Twelve 
Months is no ſmall Specimen) ſuch as Wool- 
len, Camlet, Linen, Hats, Leather, Wrought 
Iron, Bridles, Saddles, Harneſs, Beaver- 
Hats, Wheat, Cyder, Flower, Malt, Li- 
quor, Butter, Cheeſe, Soap, Candles, Chairs, 


(a) See 6 , W. & Al. 
(b) See an Account offered the Publick, when the 
Sugar Bill was depending. 


Cabinet 


. 

Cabinet and Turners Ware (a), They can 
have no Want of People, particularly as 
their Exports of all Kinds are now /o great, 
as to employ uear looo Ships and Sloops to 
our Southern Plantations, and the European 
Markets (ſee a Book called The Plan of Com- 
merce). 


As the greateſt Value of thoſe Exports 
conſiſts in Corn and Grain, ſome ſhort- ſight- 
ed Reaſoners will ſay, we ſhall advance the 
Dutch Corn Intereſt as well as our own ; 
and then we ſhould not be ſo Fond of ſuch 
an Expedient. It will be better our Neighbours 
ſhould receive (H) ſome Benefit, than that 
all the Britiſh Farming Intereſt fall into Ruin. 


Let us no longer imitate the fooliſh Faſhi- 
ons of the French, and neglect imitating 
them in Affairs of Commerce. They wiſely 
reſtrain their Plantations ſucking out the 
Heart's Blood of their Kingdom, by carry- 


(a) How little they take of our Manufa&ures, may 
appear by comparing thoſe three Colonics with our 
others. It has appeared by Accounts laid before the 
Parliament, that our Sugar Colonies, which do not 
contain above one Twentieth Part of the White Peo- 
ple, the others do, took of our Manufactures in 
Twelve Years 2,466,038 Pounds more than the reſt. 

(5) We can and ought to exclude them from ſup- 
plying our Colonies of Nevis, Antegoa, St. Chriſtophers, 
Montſerat, Carolina, Barbadoes, Bermudas, Virginia and 
Famaica. 


ing 
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ing on the (a) ſame Buſineſs as is carried on 
in France. 


If we are not too Wiſe to change old 
Opinions, and to imitate the Good of bad 
Men, let us follow the Example of Crom- 
well, in putting the Lighef Value poſſible on the 
Corn Trade. That Uſurper, who was ſub- 
tile, deep and circumſpect, (5) who gave 

every Thing of Value due Attention; who 
took not Appearances for Realities, and who 
did not neglect great political good Points 
for a few Inconveniences attending them, 
knew there was not any Thing that could 
have benefited England more than enlarging 
its Corn Trade, though then in (c) Em- 
brio. His ſtrong Attempts in treating with 
Holland, to expel them from dealing in 
Corn, and his inſiſting on its being to be 
reckoned a contraband Commodity, if met 
on the Seas, as we are told b ſt famous 
(d) Dutch Author, ſhew uf his Sentiments 
in this Matter. 


* 
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(a) Supplying thoſe Places only would be a won 
derful Profit to — . a 

5) He improved himſelf herein eekino out ev 
— ſuch Sort of Men. They, - — in as 
Reſpe& excellent, had his Ear and Exgour, 

(c) If he could have gained that Point, England 
would ſoon have tilled more largely. 

(d) De Wit in his Intereſt of Holland. 


Since 
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Since e would have exerciſed ſach a Pow- 
er, if he could, over a Foreign State, let us, 
animated with the ſame Zeal for England, 
exerciſe the like Power over our Plantations, 
which are ow much cleared, (though not 
then) of Wood. If they had been then 
under Tillage as much as now, we may eaſily 
imagine what would have become of them. 


I hope Gentlemen in Power, as they know 


their Duty to their Country, will not act 
like Medea, to know Good, and not do it. 


The CONCLUSTON:. 


IF the Landed Intereſt ſhould be in the 


like Diſtreſs as it was lately, it would, in all 
Probability, in three or four Years after- 
wards, end in the Ruin of Trade and Na- 
vigation, as well as Husbandry. The Tradeſ- 
men having loſt their beſt (a) Cuſtomers, 


— — —„— 


(a) Every Fifty Farmers of 200]. Stock in Buſi- 
neſs, do neceſſarily ſupport and maintain 1,100 
Tradeſmen and Artificers, viz. Butchers, Bakers, 
Carpenters, Smiths, Braſiers, Ironmongers, Rope- 
makers, Shoemakers, Grocers, Chandlers, Shop-keep- 
ers, Makers of Hats, Clothiers, Taylors, Pewterers, 


Coopers, Flax-Dreſſers, Linen and Woollen Weavers, 


Sc. ſeveral other Sorts which it would be tedious 
to enumerate. ' 
The frozen benumming Temperature of the Winter 
does not damp the Growth of Vegetables more, than 
the Poverty of Farmers doth the Intereſt and Spirits 
eee 


would 
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would be unable to carry on their, Buſineſs, 
Freights would be few, Eandhold$+s woul 
deſcend from bad to worſe, Rents would 
be generally ill paid, and ar laß unpaid; 
Lands would be unmanur'd, and other Ad- 
vantages neglected (the common Caſe of 
Poverty) and thereby the Rents of the King- 
dom, which may be kept up if the Methods 
laid down are purſued) within five Years 
Time, reduced near Three Millions per Ann. 
jeſs than at preſent. Every rational Practical 
Farmer can tell you the Odds between ma- 
nur d and unmanur d Lands; and the different 
Conſequences, and thereby ſnew that ſuch a 
Reduction is not imaginary only. The Re- 
verſe of thoſe Methods, which chiefly raiſed 
the Value of Lands from King James the 
Firſt's Time, when wwe began to imitate the 
Netherland Husbandry, to the preſent, muſt, 
when they happen, abate the Value of them. 
What I mean is, that ſowing Graſs-Seeds, 
Incloſures, aud manuring Lands, being neg- 
lected and diſuſed in ſuch a State of Misfor- 
tune, muſt have ſuch 2 Conſequence. Thoſe 
great Improvements in Husbandry were not 
common (particularly Liming, Sanding, and 
uſing Coal Aſhes) not I think till (a) * 
% ho the 


— 


(a) Hard was the Fate of the Landed Intereſt, not 
to flouriſh much till then. Several Particulars prove 
to us that the Money'd Intereſt had better luck ; 
which may be proved by large Stocks of Money, be- 
fore that Time, in 


3 


our Nation. Heny the Seventh, 
| — . our 


” T1 


the "Seconds Relgi, when the Efeet was 


| oy 'by n many Tears Purthafe 
or the Freehold öf Lands: Trade foorth- 


CCT "Noa 
ume 6f* the. Pr. 


the Tradeſmen ufe and co . | 
duct of be Land (as Trade is at prefent) 
between 3 and 44,000,000 Pounds per Anm. 
And the Gentlemen, Clergy, 'Freeholders, 
and others not "Tradeſmen, ue of our gr: 


MantiifaFnres 13, oo, % Potnds "fer hr. 


I have tried” theſe Eſtimates by ſome Rules 
in Political Arithmetitk, Whith' ſeem to 
the Truth of them: Whoeyer diſlikes them 
may reject them. | 


_ I hope the Guardians of our Liberties and 
Properties (not imitating too many of our 
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our Hiſtory tells us, left at his Death, in his private 


withſtanding? his Plun 
How great muſt have been the Stock of the Laity and 
rich Clergy in that Age? There was a great Quantity 
of Money in Queen Elizabeth's Time, who followed the 


Coffers at Richmond neg Pounds Sterling, nor- 


Steps of Henry the Seventh, in incouraging Trade. A 


great deal of Money was coined in King Fames the 
Firſt's Reign: For from the 40ſt of Elizabeth, which 
was Anno 1599. to the Year 1638. there were coined 
11,679,355 Pounds Sterling, a wonderful Sum of 
oney ar that Time; eſpecially conſidering the 
ſmall Sums annually laid out then for Foreign Goods. 
Theſe Things prove that-the Value of Land was but 
inconfiderable, when the Monied Intereſt and Trade 
proſpeſed eonfidorably ;'1 rhanghr the zFlgntiſhiggror 
Deelleing of rade and Land -Brofimmitiaffet cach 
other's Condition for the better or worſe, it oos not 
do fo in fo bib a Manner, as ſeyeral have been 
taught to think. A 
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g by Ep and Dudley. 
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times mighty Enquiries about ſome National 


* S* 40 } "7 * - 


Jee.or Pg not more than 
e and uſeleſs Refi 
to themſelves and Coufie e 


* 2 


1 


Landed Intereſt. There have been ſome- - — 3 


Iereſte but they have frequent 5 paſſed $ =. 
© away too ſoon; however, the'preſent Spb-, 
J is of ſo much Importance to all Ranks 
of Men among us, that I hope it will m meet 1 


with all the Atenti age t. 
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